Flexible Spending Account Open Season Set 

	The payroll system will not accomodate FSA allottments until September 1, 2003 at the earliest. Please contact the FSA customer service department at 1-877-FSAFEDS


The Office of Personnel Management has announced that it will hold an Federal Spending Account (FSA) Open Season May 19 through June 20, 2003 for the FSA program.  This program allows all executive branch employees to voluntarily create accounts for paying certain dependent care or medical/dental costs with pre-taxed dollars.  This program is similar in premise to the Premium Conversion program implemented October 2000.   The accounts, to be known as health care FSAs and dependent care FSAs, will be available effective July 1, 2003.  The program will have capped amounts on contributions:  employees $3000.00 and dependents $5000.00.

The initial plan year for the FSA program will be July 1 through December 31, 2003. 

For future FSA open seasons, the dates will coincide with the FEHB open seasons.  The 2004 open season enrollment period will be November 10 through December 8, 2003 with an effective date of January 2004.  Employees eligible for Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) coverage may voluntarily elect to enroll in the  FSA program.  There is no educational campaign to this program other than employees visiting the website address provided or to contact a representative at the toll free number beginning May 19, 2003 from 9am to 9pm EST.  Enrollment is available via the toll free telephone number or by using the website address.  All employees that make an enrollment will be eligible for reimbursements for covered expenses incurred on or after July 1, 2003.  

FSAs will require a positive election each and every year.  If no election, then the employees cannot participate in the FSA for the next year.   Enrollment will be conducted by the contractor, SHPS, Inc., which will start  May 19, 2003.  SHPS, Inc., is based out of Louisville, Kentucky.  The contractor will make available a website www.fsafeds.com and a toll-free phone line  (877) 372-3337 to assist customers effective May 19, 2003.

 The Customer Support Offices’ (in Columbus and New Cumberland) role is to refer the customers to the contractor’s website or the toll free phone number.  For more information, please visit:  http://www.opm.gov/insure/pretax/fsa/index.asp.
